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GOVERNMENT ELECTION PROMISES 

170. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

When asked the question this morning, “Do you concede that if you don’t deliver on the specific details of your 
election promises, that is indeed a broken promise?”, the Premier’s response was, “Well, people can argue that, 
in a sort of literal interpretation of every single word that was said”. 
(1) How should the Premier’s pledge that his promises were “fully funded, fully costed” be taken—

literally, or open to interpretation? 

(2) Can the Premier now explain what “fully funded, fully costed” means, if that is now open to debate? 

(3) Does this put into question every promise the Premier made during the election campaign? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) As I said yesterday, we are six or seven weeks into a four-year term, and all that the opposition can 

carry on about is supposedly broken promises—trying to misinterpret or put fine points of detail. I 
actually think the people of Western Australia are far more sophisticated than that, and I think they 
demonstrated that during the election campaign. They are far more sophisticated than that.  

Mr R.H. Cook: They are; they are onto you already—Liberal party lies! 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Liberal Party lies! How did the member for Kwinana get on with Ashton Foley? When is 
he going to disclose that to us? 

Mr R.H. Cook: I would be very happy to.   

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes; I would love the member to do that.  

Mr R.H. Cook: I will talk about all that. I will give you a complete dossier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Talk about propriety of conduct!  

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana, I call you for the first time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: When a political party, whether a government or an opposition, goes to an election 
campaign, there are all sorts of events, all sorts of interviews—a very hectic, active period.   
Ms M.M. Quirk: Whatever it takes, Premier! That is disgusting! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: What is disgusting? 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Whatever it takes! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: As a Liberal Party—I only speak for the Liberal Party — 
Ms M.M. Quirk: Honesty! 
The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the first time. Premier, just proceed to answer, 
please. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Integrity, honest and courtesy are important traits for people in public life. So when we go 
to an election campaign—I am talking in a general sense—we lay down the people who are seeking election or 
re-election, and the philosophy of the party, and we lay down for the public an agenda or program for four years 
of government if we are elected. That is what we did. The Liberal Party produced policies, generally a couple of 
different policies a day, very detailed policies—probably that thick—across all portfolio areas. That is judged as 
a whole by the voting public. People do not say, “I will vote Liberal or Labor because they promise that 
playground or this or that.” 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I think that the voting public, yes, does take note of individual commitments and how they 
think they will affect them and their friends and family. But when they go to the polling booth, in my view they 
form an overall judgement of the personalities, the philosophy of the party and the agenda that has been set out. 
We have set out a very detailed agenda in government. We have set out an ambitious agenda, and we intend to 
deliver that. Members opposite can make their comments about broken promises, if they like. But I suggest they 
are two years early, and let us wait and see. In the meantime, can I assure members opposite that I will be 
visiting their electorates, delivering Liberal policies and Liberal promises. 
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